
Australian Institute of Building Surveyors

20 February 2008

Dr Mal Hemmerling
Commissioner for Consumer Affairs
GPO Box 1407
ADELAIDE SA 5001

Dear Sir,

I am writing to you on behalf of the Australian Institute of Building Surveyors
(AIBS) SA Chapter to make you aware of the potential for structural failure of
prefabricated roof trusses in buildings constructed between 1970 and 1997.

The Building Surveying industry and the building industry in general, is aware
of this problem, as is the State Government. In December 2006, Planning SA
issued an Advisory Notice - Building 18/06 (attached) to the building and
construction industry, including Councils, titled Roof trusses - buildings at risk.
Of particular concern are clear span buildings over large public spaces such
as community halls, libraries, churches, club/restaurant/hotel dining rooms
where the roof covering is tiles.

It is over twelve months since the publication of this Advisory Notice and it
appears that the number of buildings affected is widespread. The AIBS has
recently been advised that the extent of the problem has evolved and is no
longer limited to large clear span buildings, but includes a significant number
of dwellings as well.

The AIBS is concerned that a roof collapse may occur, resulting in injury or
death to a homeowner. We believe the consumers should be made aware of
this issue so they can undertake their own visual inspection and obtain
professional building advice should they suspect that there is a problem. The
intent of this letter is to suggest that the Office of Consumer and Business
Affairs consider implementing a program whereby potential home buyers are
provided with information regarding this issue at the point of sale. The AIBS
would welcome the opportunity to work with the OCBA in addressing this
issue. You may also wish to consider providing a link from the OCBA website
to the Planning SA webpage that provides information regarding the truss
issues http://www.planninq.sa.qov.au/qo/roof-check

SOUTH AUSTRALIA Level 2 47 South Terrace PO Box 6258 Halifax Street Adelaide SA 5000 ABN 53 004 540 836

Phone 08 8410 7522 Fax 08 8410 7433 Email sa.admin@aibs.com.au www.aibs.com.au




